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which, like all the furniture in this room, is made of
mahogany, and a photograph of Princess Bismarck, also
in a gilt frame. Near this a second papered door leads
into the Chancellor's bedroom. On the wall to the left
of the door through which we entered is the only oil
painting in the room, a life-size portrait, in an oval gilt
frame, of the Prince's daughter, in a ball dress. Beneath
it on a cylinder desk stands a deer and a wild boar in
cast iron, and a thermometer in the form of an adver-
tisement pillar, and on a smaller adjoining table lies a
collection of gloves and white and red military caps.

The Minister's writing table, which our descendants
will doubtless find in some historical museum, occupies
nearly the middle of the room. It is about two and a
half metres long by two in width, and is so placed that
the person sitting at it -has his face turned towards the
wall with the oil-painting which I have just described.
Over it hangs a red woollen bell pull, which many a time
and oft has called the Chancery attendant before the
door, in order to summon me to make my appearance
before the Chief. On such occasions one hurried up-
stairs instantly, leaving everything just as it happened
to lie, stood before the Chief at attention like a lieutenant
before his general, all ear and memory, and then rushed
off again to his place to commit the orders received to
paper as speedily as possible. It was not permissible to
misunderstand ; and questions as to what had been said
were, for the most part, also excluded, while the sug-
gestion that something could not be done met with an
angry retort. It had to be done, and as a matter of fact
was done in most cases. A severe school, but he who
would enjoy the honour of having direct intercourse
with a great man, of serving him and his country,
and of learning from him, must be able to overlook a
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